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from the Duke of Newcastle and the Marquis of Halifax upon the subject of my election (my lord, I think, was then made marquis).
March 5. I went towards London, taking Welbeck in my way. I found myself ill three days before of. a cold, which did end in a pain in my right side, like a stitch. I apprehended a pleurisy, for which I let blood, and was better after it. The Duke entertained me with telling me all his concerns, and by some part of his discourse I discovered that he was jealous of my lord Marquis of Halifax, in the particulars of getting a better interest in the country than himself, and of having a better at Court also ; for he had lately obtained of the King to make Sir John Dawnay a Scotch viscount, when his grace had been labouring to obtain that honour for his brother Cheney without success. He showed me a letter at the same time from my Lord Sunderland, wherein he complained in divers respects of my Lord Halifax (for though the latter married the sister of the other, they were at variance), and particularly for cheating him (as he called it) of 25,000/. ; for Sir John Dawnay (then Lord Downe) had promised him to get him his patent, by the hand of my Lord Halifax, which he obtained to pass by another interest, and kept the money to himself. But my Lord Halifax gave a different account of it. When I took leave, the Duke desired to know if I wanted anything by his means to the King, that he would interest himself there for me the best he could. As to the business of giving his daughter the Lady Catherine to my Lord Elland, I found him infinitely averse to it, upon the subject of paying ready money for a portion. He told me his Duchess was more averse to it than himself. I spoke to her of it myself, and found it very true. However, at the last he told me the thing might not be impossible in a little time, if my Lord Halifax would take 9,000£. of his money, and an assignment of 6,000/. due to him from the